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The nice, warm spring was just around the corner, 
when my kids suddenly asked me to take them skiing. 
As I’ve written before, | really hate the cold, so I've 
been dreading those words. | can't believe people go 
out of their way to go to cold places...but I like sports, 
so РИ give it a try. РИ probably have а cold by the time 
this book comes out... 

—Akira Toriyama, 1994 


Widely known all over the world for his playful, innovative 
storytelling and humorous, distinctive art style, Dragon Ball 
creator Akira Toriyama is also known in his native Japan for 
the wildly popular Dr. Slump, his previous manga series 
about the adventures of a mad scientist and his android 
"daughter" His hit series Dragon Ball ran from 1984 to 
1995 in Shueisha's Weekly Shonen Jump magazine. He is 
also known for his design work on video games such as 
Dragon Warrior, Chrono Trigger and Tobal No. 1. His 
recent manga works include Cowa!, Kajika, Sand Land, 
Neko Majin, and a children's book, Toccio the Angel. He 
lives with his family in Japan. 
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THE MAIN CHARACTERS 


Son Goku was Earth's greatest hero, and the Dragon 
Balls-which can grant апу wish-were Earth's greatest 
treasure. After many adventures, Goku finally died 
saving the world from the monstrous Cell, but he left 
behind two sons, Gohan and Goten. When a great 
Martial arts tournament was announced, Goku's old 
friends gathered to participate.…and even Goku came 
down from heaven to join in on the action! Meanwhile 
Gohan, who had concealed his great strength in order 
to live as an ordinary high school student, agreed to 
train his classmate Videl so she could fight in the 
tournament, But the real shock was in store for Videl's 
father Hercule, who had taken credit for defeating 
Cell. The true heroes are back...but is the world 

ready for them? 
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то Be Continued in Dragon Ball = Vol. 22! 


IN THE NEXT VOLUME... 

The Lord of Lords, mightiest of the 
deities, ne the help of Goku, 
Gohan and Vegeta! From across aeons 
of time, from across the stars, the evil 
wizard Bobbidi has returned, gathering, 
chi energy to resurrect the imp 

djinn Boo, the most powerful creature 
that ever existed. Beneath the ground 
in a buried s hip, Bobbidi has 
assembled a menagerie of vicious 
beasts from across t 

to defeat our hero 

power to the ģjinn 

vicious enemy of all is one our heroes 
already know.. 
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From the creators of Death Note 


^ The mystery › 
4 behind manga making 


E. REVEALED! 


? Average student Moritaka 
A 4 Mashiro enjoys drawing for 
fun. When his classmate 
and aspiring writer Akito 
Takagi discovers his talent, 
he begs to team up. But 
what exactly does it take 
了 | to make it in the manga- 
7 N x 77 publishing world? 
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What it is... 


• Streaming anime delivered 24/7 straight to your 
TV via your connected video game console 

• All English dubbed content 

* Anime, martial arts movies, and more 


Go to neonalley.com for news, updates and 
to see if Neon Alley is available in your area. 
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The World's Greatest Manga 
ў Now available on your iPad 


Full of FREE previews and tons of 
new manga for you to explore 


From legendary manga like Dragon Ва! ! 
to Bakuman., the newest series from the | 
creators of Death Note, the best manga ' 
in the world is now available on the iPad 
through the official VIZ Manga app. 


* Free App 
* New content weekly 
* Free chapter 1 previews, 
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You're Reading in 
the Wrong Direction!! 


Y... Guess what? You're starting at the 
wrong end of the comic! 

.ts true! In keeping with the original Japanese 
format, Akira Toriyama’s world-famous Dragon Ball Z 
series is meant to be read from right to left, starting 
in the upper-right corner. 

Unlike English which is read from left to right, 
Japanese is read from right to left, meaning that 
action, sound effects and word-balloon order are 
completely reversed... something which can make 
readers unfamiliar with Japanese feel pretty back- 
wards themselves. For this reason, manga or 
Japanese comics published in the U.S. in English have traditionally been published 
“flopped”—that is, printed in exact reverse order, as though seen from the other side 
of a mirror. 

By flopping pages, U.S. publishers can avoid confusing readers, but the compro- 
mise is not without its downside. For one thing, a character in a flopped manga series 
who, in the original Japanese version, wore a T-shirt emblazoned with “M A Y” (as in 
“the merry month of”) now wears one which reads “Y A M”! Additionally, many 
manga creators in Japan are themselves unhappy with the process, as some feel the 
mirror-imaging of their art skews their original intentions. 

In recognition of the importance and popularity of 
Dragon Ball Z, we are proud to bring it to you in the 
original unflopped format. 

For now, though, turn to the other side of the book 
and let the adventure begin...! 


—Editor 
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TOURNAMENT OF THE HEAVENS 
Earth's heroes have come out of retirement, 
and the audience at the Tenka'ichi Budūkai— 
“Strongest Under the Heavens" martial arts 
tournament-is about to see what real martial 
artists can do! While Trunks and Gohan tear up 
the Junior Division, Videl, the daughter of 
Earth's “champion” Hercule, prepares to test 
her newfound kung fu skills (like flying). 
Meanwhile, the experienced heroes 
prepare for their turn to fight Goku, 
who has come back from the dead just ЗДУ 
for this one match! But Goku isn't the only 
otherworldly visitor. Two mysterious contest- | 
ants have entered the tournament, wield- 
ing the power of the heavens..and they £ 
have a special mission in this world! 
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